154                                             Paracelsus
ACTOR, GLUTTON, TEACHER,
AND SCHOLAR
Thirty students (twenty-two more than had registered in the
preceding year) assembled in the off-campus hall where Para-
celsus was forced to conduct his course. The opening session
was as theatrical as the mountebank could hope to make it.
Paracelsus appeared at the lectern in a professor's robe, paused,
and tore the robe off. With a grandiose gesture, he flung it out
into the room and proceeded to lecture in the sooty apron of
the alchemist, to the applause of his friends, the barber-sur-
geons and itinerant scholares.
After this piece of showmanship, however, he set to work
in earnest. He lectured throughout the summer term and the
winter term 1527-1528. His subjects were pathology and ther-
apeutics, pharmacology, diagnostic through the examination of
the pulse and the urine, purgation, venesection, injuries and dis-
orders requiring surgery. He delivered the medical lectures in a
Latin version prepared by his secretary Oporinus, but in his sur-
gical lectures he used German. The only subject he treated in the
traditional way, by explaining a text, were the aphorisms of
Hippocrates.
In addition to teaching, he saw patients, inspected pharma-
cies, gave personal consultations to his students, wrote essays
and pamphlets, experimented in his chemical kitchen, and drank
with his friends. How he spent his day is reported in a letter
by Oporinus:
". . . As to Paracelsus, he has been dead for a long time
and I should hate to speak against the spirit of his death
(as the saying goes). While he was living I knew him so
well that I should not desire again to live with such a man.